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subjects were also taught with an enlarged scope, especially
in their applications to drawing, mensuration, and survey-
ing. Likewise fencing, wrestling, dancing, ball-playing,
running, leaping, and other physical exercises were taught
for the purpose of stimulating mental powers.
The court school at Mantua was broadly typical of the
court schools and of the humanistic education of Italy in
general. These court schools, while taking pupils very
early, often retained them until they were twenty-one,
and covered as much, if not more, ground than the arts
course of the university. They were, in a way, com-
petitors of the older institutions. A student might, for
the sake of a degree, go from a court school to a university,
but, as a rule, if what he wished was a general course,
he would be satisfied with the greater prestige that came
from being a pupil of one of the distinguished humanists
whom the court schools were generally able to retain at
their head. In fact, the want of hospitality, if not actual
hostility, of universities to the new learning, stimulated
the growth of court schools, often by their very side. But
gradually the humanistic training crept into the univer-
sities themselves. Before the close of the fifteenth century,
Florence, Padua, Pavia, Milan, Ferrara, and Rome had
adopted the humanities in the place of grammar, rhetoric,
and dialectic as the material of a liberal education.
Growth of " Ciceronianism." — Unfortunately, how-
ever, this liberal education in the Italian schools and
universities by the close of the fifteenth century began to
be fixed and formal. Until the middle of the century the
ideals, content, and meaning of this training were con-
stantly expanding, but after that there was a gradual
narrowing and hardening, and during the early years of
the sixteenth century the degeneration became complete.

